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DOCUMENTARY FEATURE FILM 

'LANUGO'
THE GREAT GREY SEAL. 100 YEARS, 100 VOICES

Never before have leading experts in science, conservation, business, law, education, the environment and seals, from
Ireland and Scotland, come together in celebration and discussion of the Great Grey Seal, the first species to be

protected by wildlife legislation.

Special preview screenings in the IFI, Temple Bar, Dublin, Saturday December 13th & Wednesday December 17th at 11am,
2014, in Screens 1 & 2.

This independent production celebrates and marks the Centenary of the Grey Seals (Protection) Act 1914, the first wildlife legislation in
protection of a species. The title 'LANUGO'  refers to the white fluffy coat that grey seal pups are born with. Molting this after roughly 16 days,

the pups are weened from their mothers' milk and venture out to sea.

Gathering the thoughts and concerns of informed, modern conservationists, driven by their knowledge and experience of a world shared with
Grey Seals, this film explores uncharted territory. Fishermen, scientists, folklorists, wildlife managers, lawyers, educators, eco-tour operators

and more, all engage on their shared history and experience of Grey Seals and wildlife as a whole. Never before have such voices joined
together to celebrate and discuss the legacy and the future of the Grey Seal. Once informed by them, the audience become part of this

conversation as experts offer empowerment by outlining how we can all help in the effort to protect and preserve our 
fragile eco-system. 

BACKGROUND

1914 : In a world of impermanence and old Orders collapsing, even the Natural World was at risk. Amidst this turmoil, a hunter turned
conservationist, Hesketh Vernon Prichard, with the help of Sir Charles Lyell MP and friends, decided to take action. They had witnessed the

destruction of Grey Seal populations by hunting and culling. Knowledge of the day believed there to be less than five hundred seals remaining in
Scotland and less in English and Irish waters. Scotland alone held 40% of the world's Grey Seal population. Their plan was to draft legislation

that protected young seals and mothers during the nursing season. The Grey Seals (Protection) Act 1914 passed unopposed by Parliament into
Law, the first such Law of it's kind to protect a wild species and give rise to further protections ongoing today. Grey Seals became the drivers of

Wildlife Law, Welfare and modern Conservation. Later, Teddy Bears, Pandas and other species followed as conservation icons, according to
urgency and the whims of fashion but the Grey Seal holds pride of place as the first of it's kind.

Monarchs of the North Atlantic, Grey Seals have survived and co-existed with man to this day, as much by their own resilience as by the law put
in place to protect them. Protected as they are on the East side of the Atlantic, though annually slaughtered on the West, they continue to face
many threats and there remain many legal loopholes to their protection. This Documentary, "LANUGO" evokes diverse and powerful memories
and comment among those most familiar with their world and this leads informed discussion relevant to our Common Future. Among the first

species threatened by Biodiversity loss and most sensitive to Climate change they are as pertinent to our future today, as when their
vulnerability was first recognised.

THE FILMMAKERS

   BRENDAN PRICE
Founder of the Irish Seal Sanctuary and tireless campaigner for environmental issues, Brendan has devoted much of his life to the rescue,

rehabilitation and release of injured seals back into Irish waters. The Irish Seal Sanctuary had some of the best success rates in the world for
such endeavors. Brendan formed the idea for this documentary, produced it, and gave his time freely to make this production a reality.

    DAVID KAVANAGH
David is a freelance filmmaker who has worked on many Irish and European co-productions, feature films, TV series and commercials. His CV

includes such films as The Lobster, starring Colin Farrell, John C. Reilly & Rachel Weisz, Life's A Breeze, starring Pat Shortt & Fionnula
Flanagan, Dare To Be Wild, Inspector Jury and Ghost Train. David directed, filmed & edited this documentary, also giving his time pro bono.



TECHNICAL DETAILS

This film is also the first feature production to be screened that was filmed on the Digital Bolex D16 camera. Shot in 2K,
Cinemascope ratio (2.35:1) which gives this low budget documentary a lush filmic look, and the appearance of a higher budget

production. The Digital Bolex has a Super 16mm size sensor and shoots RAW sequences known as Cinema DNG (digital negatives).

Vintage lenses were used, Super 16mm film lenses from old Bolex film cameras, and lenses from 35mm film cameras, which also
help to give this film a certain higher production-value look.

Avid MC6 was used to edit the project and the open source platform DCP-O-Matic was used to create the Digital Cinema Package,
which enables a film to be screened in high quality from cinema digital projectors.

The running time is 90mins.

CONTACT DETAILS & LINKS

Email : selkiefilms@gmail.com   Ph: 0857352738 / 0873245423

PROMO LINKS :
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yg4Tg0qHsuo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zighbmBvIFY

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d2KDfNj0JoU
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